A     LONDON     YEAR

The royal party retires to its marquee.

6 I'd adore an ice,3 says some one's sister.

You plunge into the refreshment tent. You butt
into the backs of morning coats. You politely
insinuate yourself towards a strawberry ice, which
a gallant admiral carries off just as your fingers
are outstretched. You find another and bear it
away.

' You know lots about London ; tell me about
Buckingham Palace. . . .'

c Well, it's modern, of course. In Charles IPs
time it was known as Mulberry Garden because
James I in his attempt to encourage the English
silk industry had it planted with mulberries. The
Earl of Arlington had a house on this site in 1674
and he imported the first pound of tea to enter this
country. It cost him sixty shillings, so probably
the first cup of tea was made here.'

c How thrilling ! But when did it become a royal
palace ?'

' The Duke of Buckingham bought Arlington
House and built Buckingham House, and George
III bought Buckingham House. George IV had the
building remodelled, but neither he nor his successor
occupied it. It is only since the accession of Queen
Victoria that it has become the regular London
residence of the sovereign. . . .'

After tea you fight down a craving for tobacco ; for
you must not smoke in the gardens of Buckingham
Palace ! You decide to go away and smoke outside.
You walk through a shrubbery. You surprise a
lonely man sitting under a tree, his silk hat beside
him on the seat. He looks up like a guilty schoolboy.
A thin wreath of tobacco rises from behind him!
He realizes that you know his awful secret, and there
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